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The “Sequelae” of Termination of “Specially Needed Programs” for

Postgraduates and Its Solutions

LU Xiaojing, YAO Yun

(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The termination of “specially needed programs” can be an automatic termination upon the expiration of degree
authorization, or a corresponding termination following the degree authorization reform by the government. All higher-learning
institutions in the specially needed program face two kinds of terminations. For the pilot universities that are not yet doctoral
degree or master’s degree awarding units, the object of the termination is the postgraduate training function that is more
complicated in comparison, and the way of termination because of the cancellation of policies could produce stronger impact,
which is easy to cause comprehensive negative reactions and the loss of interests of relevant parties. In order to solve the "
sequelae" after the termination in pilot higher-learning institutions, the authors suggest that more strategies be adopted to
reduce the impact of the termination, and more innovative measures be taken to protect the interests of the schools and
students. The authors also suggest that in the future when improving the examination and approval system of the academic
degree authorization, the complexity of the system itself be clarified for the balance of multiple relations; and in terms of the
reform of professional degree authorization system, the possible space of "decoupling” between discipline standards and unit
standards be explored.

Keywords: specially needed program; degree-conferring authorization; policy termination; sequela; professional degree



