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On the Influence of Family Capital on Doctoral Career Choice

from the Perspective of Intergenerational Career Mobility

HUANG Weihai, ZHANG Xiaoke

(College of Public Management s Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: It is asserted that career mobility between filial generation and parental generation is an important indicator of the

mobility of social stratum. With the data of doctoral career choices from a survey, this research analyzes the influence of family

capital on doctoral career expectations and choices from the perspective of intergenerational career mobility. It is found that, in

general, the capital that doctors obtained from their natal families is more than the average in the society, and the doctoral

education they received can maintain or enhance the social status of their families, and doctors from different social strata have

different tendencies when making career choices. Among doctors, those who choose non-academic professions enjoy a relatively

higher family culture and have more economic capital; those who come from families of senior executives are more apt to choose

administrative positions; and the career expectations of those who choose academic careers are mainly influenced by their family

culture and capital, while the economic capital of their family is decisive to the career their actual choose.

Keywords: intergenerational career mobility; graduated doctoral students; family capital; career choice



