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On the Generation Mechanism and Governance Paths

of Postgraduates Academic Misconduct from the Perspective of Bounded Rationality
YU Yinghong', ZHANG Xiang®

(1. College of Teacher Education , Southwest University , Chongqing 4007153

2. Institute of Education s Guizhou Normal University » Guiyang 550001)

Abstract: The academic misconduct by postgraduates is a kind of academic speculative behavior and a “satisfactory solution” for
postgraduates based on the balance of benefits and costs. From the perspective of bounded rationality. the authors conclude
three reasons for postgraduates to be prone to academic misconduct are as follows: first, the benefit derived from academic
misconduct outweigh the cost; second, the lack of the control from governance system leads to low risk of academic
misconduct; and third, postgraduates are confined to incomplete information about the consequence of academic misconduct and
they lack sufficient efforts when making decisions. Therefore, the authors propose that the academic misconduct governance
should be performed in two aspects: one is to reduce the benefit of academic misconduct and make the students “unwilling” to
conduct academic misconduct, and the other is to strengthen the governance system supply so as to increase the risk of
academic misconduct and make them “dare not” to take academic misconduct. At the same time, we should strengthen the
education of academic ethics so as to prevent the occurrence of “ignorant” academic misconduct.
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