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On the Counterculture Phenomenon in the Construction of World-class Universities:

Covering connotation, representation, harm, root cause and correction
LIN Jie

(School of Marxism, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian, Liaoning 116024)

Abstract: The counterculture phenomenon refers to the malformed and dissimilar culture phenomenon that appears in the
process of the construction of world-class universities and against the culture of truthfulness, kindness and aesthetics
advocated, pursued and promoted by world-class universities. The counterculture phenomenon in the process of constructing
world-class universities is a complex problem and it is not an abstract existence, but a concrete and realistic one. Practically, it
is mainly manifested in distortion of the values, lack of cultural elements, pompous academic activities and fictitious people-
first practice. The increasingly fierce counterculture phenomenon in the process of world-class university construction has
exerted a strong impact and serious harm to the ideological concept, values and culture of the world-class universities. The
emergence and spread of the counterculture phenomenon is the joint result of many factors including digitalized construction,
administrative methods adopted in management, suspension of purpose and capitalization of academia. The building of world-
class universities with Chinese characteristics is a long-term and complex process. This paper suggests that to achieve this
grand goal, we must carry out culture reform, maintain firm strategic focus. adhere to the mission to cultivate students with
moral integrity, actively explore new ways for the development of China in moral education, and enhance the cultural self-
confidence of universities.

Keywords: world-class university; counterculture phenomenon; to foster virtue through education; Chinese road; cultural con-

fidence



