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A Comparative Study of Doctoral Training in China and the United States

CHEN Bin

( Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005)

Abstract: Based on in-depth interviews of twenty-one teachers of Xiamen University who received their doctor’s degree or spent
a long period of time studying in the United States, it is found that there are many differences between academically-focused
doctoral programs in China and the United States. We may learn from the American experience and improve our doctoral
training with more flexible student selection, combination of major and minor fields of interdisciplinary study. clear definition of
supervisor roles and responsibilities, strict qualification examinations, and effective quality assurance.

Keywords: doctoral candidate; training mode; comparative; revelation



