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Connotation, Harm, Root Cause and Correction:
On the Digital Worship of World-Class University Construction

LIN Jie

(School of Marxism, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian, Liaoning 116024)

Abstract: The digital worship of world-class university construction refers to the decomposition of the organically integrated
world-class universities with rich connotation into an idealized and abstract digital index system, and then the system, in turn.,
is used to guide, examine and evaluate the direction, process, and quality of world-class university construction and may even
alienate some requirements of the digital indicator system into the concept and practice of world-class university construction.
The digital worship of world-class university construction has severed the organic integrity of the university and accelerated the
homogenization of the university, which deviates the university from its original mission to cultivate people. The digital
worship of world-class university construction is a complex issue, as it is the result of the combination of multiple factors.
including excessive executive dominance, malformed performance management, distorted market logic, and biased theoretical
research. In conclusion, the author proposes that, in building world-class universities, it is necessary to clarify and understand
the basic concept of world-class universities, examine and reflect on the fundamental purpose of the world-class university
construction, and explore and conceive the strategy based on the national conditions of China. Only in this way can we get out
from the labyrinth of the digital worship of world-class university construction.

Keywords: world-class university; university rankings; digital worship; university autonomy



