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Academia or Market:

Changes, Causes and Implications of Career Choice of Doctoral Students

HE Fei, ZHU Zhiyong

(College of Educational Administration , Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875)

Abstract: Traditionally, doctoral students usually continue academic work after graduation. But this phenomenon has changed,

for they now also seek non-academic careers, particular the PhDs in science and engineering, and the proportion is obviously

high. The primary reason for this change is the strong demand for knowledge and human capital in the society. In addition, the

ability improvement projects for doctoral graduates and the willingness of them to apply for jobs in the market also drive more

PhDs to enter the business sector. The trend of the doctoral student education in China will probably go two directions:

academic-oriented schools that may continue traditional doctoral student cultivation and the market-oriented schools that train

doctoral students to meet the need of the society. At the same time, further reform of doctoral training programs and the

enrollment expansion for doctoral students majoring in applied science and engineering could also be two major trends.

Keywords: career choice; doctoral students; academic profession; nonacademic profession



