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From Education to Practice: Dilemma of “Theoretically-based” Training

in Master-of-laws Programs and Its Solution

ZHANG Li, ZHENG Zhi-feng

(Southwest University of Political Science and l.aw, Chongging 401120)

Abstract; The emphasis on theoretically-based training in master-of-laws programs in this country and their distinction from
juris master’s programs result in a practical dilemma: those from the former programs have weak theoretical preparation and are
faced with a pseudo-oversupply while those from the latter programs cannot well meet the requirements of social practice.
Therefore, the positioning of master-of-laws programs should break away from their limited format of training and diversity
should be promoted. This will better integrate theoretical and applied training as required by higher legal education and meet
the social demands. Only by doing so, will legal education be able to live up to the expectations of our nation in its social
transformation, strengthening of the rule of law, improvement of public management and endeavor for globalization.
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