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Sharp Tools Make Good Work :

Inspiration from the Courses of Research Methods for Social Sciences at Harvard University

WU Jian-nan, ZHENG Ye, GU Hua-wei

(School of Public Policy and Administration, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an, Shaanxi 710049)

Abstract: A reform in research method courses is important for improving the quality of postgraduate education. A case study

was conducted on 27 research method courses in seven departments/faculties of social sciences at Harvard University with text

analysis and detail examination. Results show that Harvard has had a long tradition of clearly-targeted, uniquely designed

research method courses with rich content, well-defined requirements and open forms of study. Those courses are noted for

their diversification and flexibility, interdisciplinary relevance, practical skill training and integration of teaching and research.

Based on Harvard’s experience, the authors offer a number of suggestions for China’s reform in postgraduate courses in

research methods for social sciences.
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